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BOROUGH 


OF  BRIDGNORTH 

College  House, 
Bridgnorth. 

December,  1965. 


To  the  Mayor,  Alderman  and  Councillors  of 

Bridgnorth  Corporation. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1964. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  facts  and  figures  on  Sanitary 
Circumstances,  Housing  and  Food  Inspection  have  been  contributed 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  whose  assistance  in  this 
connection  is  gratefully  acknowledged, 

1964  was  not  without  its  unusual  difficulties.  For 
five  months  the  Public  Health  Department  was  seriously  under- 
staffed. Following  the  resignation  of  Mr.  W.L.  Booy  in 
March  and  the  subsequent  promotion  of  Mr.  E.G.  Shaw  as 
Acting  Borough  Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
the  vacancy  created  by  Mr.  Shaw's  promotion  was  not  filled 
owing  to  the  existing  uncertainty  about  the  future  "status" 
of  the  town.  That  this  situation  was  quite  untenable  owing 
to  the  increasing  volume  of  v/ork  in  both  the  Engineering  and 
Public  Health  Departments  very  soon  became  clear,  however. 

The  considerable  extra  duties  imposed  by  The  Offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises  Act,  1963?  (which  came  into  force  in  May  and 
August,)  rendered  the  appointment  of  another  Public  Health 
Inspector  even  more  imperative.  Mr.  J.  Stocker  was  accordingly 
appointed  to  xhis  office,  and  commenced  duty  on  17th  August, 

1964. 

A few  points  from  the  main  body  of  the  Report  may  be 
picked  out  for  mention  at  this  stage s- 

1.  The  expansion  of'thertown  continued  throughout  1964,  the 
estimated  mid-year  population  being  380  in  excess  of 
the  corresponding  estimate  for  1963. 

The  health  statistics  of  tne  community  were  all  very 
satisfactory.  The  Birth  Rate  v/as  very  slightly  above 
the  national  average  for  the  year,  and  was  an  improvement 
on  our  relatively  low  Birth  Rate  figure  for  1963.  The 
Death  Rate  and  Infant  Mortality  Rate  were  both  well  below 
the  England  and  Wales  average,  and  for  the  third  successive 
year  there  were  no  Still-Births  in  the  Borough, 

2.  The  town  again  remained  remarkably  free  from  the  notifiable 
infectious  diseases,  apart  from  Measles  which  was  prevalent 
among  the  child  population  during  the  second  and  third 
quart ersr of  the  year. 

3.  That  the  recent  rapid  expansion  of  the  town  was  imposing  too 
great  a strain  on  our  sewage  treatment  v/orks  had  already 
become  apparent  in  1963,  and  the  situation  could  only  be 
expected  to  worsen  as  development  in  the  Borough  continued. 
Ra.dical  remedial  measures  including  the  construction  of  a 
new  sewage  treatment  installation  at  the  Slads,  Eardington, 
were  recommended  by  our  Consultant  Engineers  and  approved 

in  principle  by  the  Council  towards  the  end  of  1964.  Ministry 
approval  of  the  scheme  was  being  sought  at  the  close  of  the 
year . 


4. 


191  new  dwellings  were  completed  in  the  town  in  1964 
( probably  the  highest  total  for  any  one  year,)  Of 
these,  131  were  privately  built,  the  remaining  60 
units  being  part  of  the  Sydney  Cottage  Estate  develop- 
ment. It  was  expected  that  "Phase  3"  of  this  develop- 
ment would  be  completed  ea,rly  in  1965. 

Future  Council  projects  included  the  development  of  the 
remainder  of  the  land  at  Sydney  Cottage,  "in-filling"  on 
the  Grove  Estate , and  an  ambitious  scheme  for  the  develop- 
ment of  Friar  Street.  Unfortunately  these  schemes  had  to 
remain  in  abeyance  owing  to  our  sewage  disposal  difficultie 
In  July,  the  Council  imposed  a ban  on  further  residential 
development  in  the  town  until  these  problems  could  be 
resolved  and  adequate  services  provided. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation 
to  all  those  who  have  assisted  in  the  preparation  of  this 
report,  and  in  particular  to  Mr.  J.  Stocker,  Mr.  E.G.  Shaw 
and  Miss  A.  Gray.  Their  willing  co-operation  and  help  in  all 
matters  throughout  the  year  is  also  gratefully  acknov\^ledged . 

I have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


MRGAEET  H.F.  TURUBULL 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AlU)  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Borough  in  acres  2,645 
Estimated  Population  (mid-1964)  8,530 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  2,935 
Rateable  Value  of  Borough  (at  31 •12. 64)  £342,824 
Estimated  Product  of  Id  Rate  (at  31 •12. 64)  £1,450 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


1.  POPULATION 


The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population 
of  the  Borough  at  mid-1964  was  8,530  - an  increase  of 
380  on  the  corresponding  figure  for  1963. 

The  "natural  increase"  in  population  for  the  year 
was  85  (i.e.  the  difference  between  the  number  of 
live  births  and  the  'number  of  deaths) . This  is  the 
second  highest  natural  increase  since  1950. 


Estimated  Mid-Year  Population;  1950-1964 


Year 

Population 

Natural  Increase  of 
Population 

' 

1950 

6,160 

34  1 

1951 

6,158 

3 i 

1952 

6,045 

18  1 

1953 

6,133 

29  i 

1954 

6,270 

61  i 

1955 

6,320 

21  1 

1956 

6,330 

27 

1957 

6,430 

43  ! 

1958. 

6,460 

34  j 

1959 

6,540 

37 

I960 

6,700 

55 

1961 

7,510 

53  1 

1962 

7,840 

104  1 

1963 

8,150 

53  i 

1964 

8,530 

85  ! 

i 

...  j 
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2.  BIRTHS 

(a)  Live  Births 

There  were  171  live  births  in  the  Borough  in  1964, 

26  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  second 
highest  total  since  1950.  Of  the  171,  13  were  illegitimate 
(7.6/0.  This  is  by  far  the  highest  illegitimacy  rate  in 
the  past  15  years . 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  (standardised  f»r 
comparison  with  the  corresponding  Rates  for  other  areas) 
was  18,8  per  1,000  tf  the  population.  This  is  pleasingly 
higher  than  our  1963  figure  of  16.7,  and  approximates 
closely  to  the  national  average  Birth  Rate  for  1964,  which 
was  18.4. 

LIVE  BIRTHS.  1964 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total  Live  Births 

Male 

75 

6 

81 

Female 

83 

7 

90 

Total 

158 

13 

171 

Rate  per  1000 
of  population 

18.5 

1.5 

20.0 

— i 

"Crude”  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  20,0 
Standardised  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  18.8 
Birth  Rate  for  England  ahd  v/ales,  T964  18.4 

LIVE  BIRTHS  1950  - 1964 


Year 

No,  of  Live 
Births 

■ 

No.  of  Illegite- 
mate  live  births 

J «•-  I 111  . I.  n . 

Standardised 
birth-rate  per 

1,000  of  population. 

1950 

127 

6 

21.7 

1951 

102 

4 

17.7 

1952 

117 

5 

20.0 

1953 

105 

7 

17.8 

1954 

128 

8 

20.4 

1955 

116 

4 

18.4 

1956 

103 

3 

16.3 

1957 

108 

4 

16.8 

1958 

124 

4 

19.2 

1959 

124 

3 

19.0 

I960 

144 

7 

21.5 

1961 

153 

4 

19.3 

1962 

181 

6 

21.9 

1965 

145 

6 

16.7 

1964 

171 

13 

18.8 
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(b)  Still  Births 


For  the  third  consecutive  year,  the  Borough  had 
no  Still-Births. 

The  Still-Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for 
1964  was  16.3  per  1,000  total  births  (i.e.  live  births 
and  still-births  combined) . 


STILL  BIRTHS  1930  - 1964 


Year 

No.  of  Live 
Births 

No.  of  Still 
Births 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
total  births 

1950 

127 

6 

45.1 

1951 

102 

4 

37.7 

1952 

117 

0 

Nil 

1953 

105 

0 

Nil 

1954 

128 

6 

44.8 

1955 

116 

2 

16.9 

1956 

103 

2 

19.0 

1957 

108 

6 

52.6 

1958 

124 

1 

8.0 

1959 

124 

3 

23.6 

I960 

144 

4 

27.0 

1961 

153 

4 

25.5 

1962 

181 

0 

Nil 

1963 

145 

0 

Nil 

1964 

171 

L_  . ° 

Nil 

3.  DEATHS 


86  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  died  during 
1964,  6 less  than  in  1963. 

The  various  causes  of  death  are  detailed  in  the 
Annual  Return  of  the  Registrar-General  which  appears 
overleaf.  Conditions  affecting  the  Heart  and  Circulatory 
System  again  accounted  for  the  greatest  number  of  the 
deaths  (47.7%  of  the  total),  and  Malignant  Disease  was 
responsible  for  16.3%.  Of  the  14  deaths  from  Malignant 
disease,  1 was  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  or  bronchus. 

The  Standardised  Death-Rate  for  the  year  was  9.7 
per  1,000  of  the  population  which  is  well  below  the 
average  for  the  country  as  a whole  (11.3) 

Deaths  1964 

Male  - 36 
Female  - 50 
Total  - 86 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  - 10.1 

Standardised  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  - 9*7 
Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales,  1964  - 11.3 
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DEATHS  1930-1964 


i 

Year 

No.  of  Deaths 

Standardised  Death  Rate 
per  1,000  of  population 

1950 

93 

12.8 

1951 

99 

13.4 

1952 

101 

13.8 

1953 

76 

10.4 

1954 

67 

8.9 

1955 

95 

12.5 

1956 

76 

9.7 

1957 

65 

7.7 

1958 

90 

11.0 

1959 

87 

10.8 

I960 

89 

11.2 

1961 

100 

12.1 

1962 

77 

8.9 

1965 

92 

10.8 

1964 

i 

86 

9.7 

. ...  » 1 I.  ^ ■ 

CAUSES  OE  DEATH  DURING  1964 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 
Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Other  Malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 


Male  Female  Total 


1-1 
-11 
-11 
-11 
6 6 12 

-11 
8 9 17 

2 4 6 

-11 
5 8 13 

2 2 4 

1-1 

2 3 5 

4 4 8 

1-1 
- 2 2 

112 

3 4 7 

-11 
-11 

36  50  86 
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4.  INFANT  MORTALITY 

There  were  3 infant  deaths  in  the  Borough  during 
1964,  all  of  v/hich  occurred  in  the  first  4 weeks  of 
life . 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 
was,  therefore,  17.5.  This  is  well  below  the  corres- 
ponding Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1964,  which  was 
20.0. 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - 17.5 
” " " , England  and  Wales, 1964-  20,0 


INFANT  MORTALITY  1950  - 1964 


Year 

No.  of  live 
births 

No,  of  infant 
deaths 

Infant  Mort- 
ality rate 
per  1,000 
live  births 

I .M.R. 

for 

E & W 

1950 

127 

5 

39.4 

1951 

102 

0 

Nil 

29.6 

1952 

117 

4 

34.2 

27.6 

1953 

105 

3 

28.6 

26.8 

1954 

128 

3 

23.4 

25.5 

1955 

116 

2 

17.2 

24.9 

1956 

103 

1 

9.7 

23.8 

1957 

108 

1 

9.3 

23.0 

1958 

124 

0 

Nil 

22.5 

1959 

124 

3 

24.2 

22.0 

I960 

144 

3 

20.8 

21.7 

1961 

153 

2 

13.1 

21.4 

1962 

181 

3 

16  ,6 

21.6 

1963 

145 

0 

Nil 

20.9 

1964 

171 

5 

t 

1 17.5 

1 

20.0 

5.  MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


There  were  again  no  deaths  associated  with  pregnancy 
or  childbirth  during  1964.  None  have  occurred  during  the 
fifteen  years  for  which  records  are  available. 


6 


SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OE  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  ABEA 

No  material  changes  in  the  Health  Services  of  the 
area  took  place  during  1964.  Much  that  appears  in  this 
Section,  has  therefore,  been  recorded  in  previous  Annual 
Reports,  but  is  included  again  for  the  sake  of  completeness, 

A.  HOSPITAL  Am  SPECIALIST  SERVICES 


The  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services  in  the  district 
are  administered  by  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board , 
through  its  Hospital  Management  Committees. 

In-patient  and  Out-patient  facilities  are  available 
at  Bridgnorth  and  South  Shropshire  Infirmary,  and  at 
the  various  general  hospitals  in  Wolverhampton,  Shrewsbury 
and  Kidderminster. 

Infectious  Disease  cases  are  admitted  to  isolation 
hospitals  in  Wolverhampton  or  Shrewsbury,  and  patients 
Y'jlth  Tuberculosis  receive  treatment  at  Copthorne  Hospital 
or  Gross  Houses  Hospital. 

The  elderly  chronic  sick  requiring  hospital  treatment 
are  generally  admitted  to  New  Cross  Hospital,  V/olverhampton, 
or  to  Park  Street  Hospital  Shifnal. 

B.  GENERAL  RADICAL,  DENTAL,  PHARMACEUTICAL,  AI^D  SUPPLEMENTARY 

OPHTHALMIC  SERVICES 


These  services  are  administered  by  the  Salop 
Executive  Council,  Abbey  Poregate,  Shrev/sbury. 

G.  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 


As  Local  Health  Authority  for  the  area,  Salop 
County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  following  services. 

Maternal  and  Child  Welfare. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Health  Visiting. 

Home  Nursing. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Ambulance  Services. 

Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care. 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

a)  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare 


1.  Welfare  Centre , Northgate 

Child  Welfare;  Mondays,  9.30  a.m.  - 12.30  p.m. 

" 1.30  p.m.  - 4.30  p.m. 

Immunisations,  etc;  By  appointment  only. 

Antenatal : Mondays,  2.00  p.m.  - 4.00  p.m. 

2 . St.  James’s  Hall,  Grove  Estate 

Child  Welfare;  4th  Thursdays, 

1.30  p.n.  --  4.30  p.m. 

Immunisations ; - ditto  - 

(by  appointment) 


7 


Both  Child  Welfare  Clinics  continued  to  be  well 
patronised  throughout  the  year,  and  attendances  showed 
an  increase  over  those  for  1963.  At  Northgate,  681 
children  aged  0-5  years  made  a total  of  4,477 
attendances,  as  compared  with  618  children  and  4175 
attendances  in  1963.  At  the  Grove  Centre,  58  children 
made  a combined  total  of  212  attendances,  compared  with 
55  children  and  181  attendances  in  1963. 

b)  V/elfare  Poods 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  arrangements  for 
the  sale  of  welfare  foods.  These  are  available  at 
the  two  clinics  during  clinic  hours,  at  Low  Town 
Post  Office,  and  at  37  West  Castle  Street  during 
business  hours. 

c ) Domiciliary  Midwifery,  Health  Visiting,  Home  Nursing 

There  are  three  District-Nurse-Midwives 
resident  in  the  Borough. 

One  Health  Visitor  undertakes  all  the  Health 
Visiting  and  School  Nursing  duties  in  the  Borough. 

d)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Under  the  County  Council's  scheme.  Vaccination 
against  Samll-Pox,  and  Immunisation  against  Whooping 
Cough,  Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis  may  be 
carried  out  by  arrangement  with  a general  practitioner, 
or  at  any  Child  Welfare  Centre  by  appointment . 

Vaccination  agains  Tuberculosis  is  offered 
each  year  to  all  children  aged  12  - 13  years  who 
are  found  by  preliminary  testing  to  require  this 
protection.  Only  very  few  parents  refuse  their 
consent  for  this  procedure,  which  is  carried  out 
at  the  schools. 

e)  Ambulance  Services 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  Ambulance  arrange- 
ments during  the  year.  The  Central  Ambulance  Depot 
for  the  Country  is  in  Shrewsbury  (Tel.  No.  Shrewsbury 
6331)  and  all  calls  for  ambulances  are  dealt  with 
centrally.  Two  ambulances  and  a car  for  sitting- 
cases  are  stationed  in  Bridgnorth. 

f ) Domestic  Help  Service 

The  Domestic  Help  Office  at  Bridgnorth  Welfare 
Centre  is  open  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays 
from  2.15  till  4.30  p.m.  (Phone  No.  Bridgnorth  3078). 
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SECTION  G 


SANITARY  CIRCUIVISTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 


1.  WATER 

V/ater  from  the  Rindleford  Boreholes  is  supplied  to 
the  Borough  by  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking. 

No  shortages  were  experienced  during  the  year,  the  reorganisa- 
tion of  the  distribution  mains  having  kept  pace  with  the 
growth  of  the  town. 

The  water  is  chlorinated  at  source,  and  laboratory 
reports  on  samples  submitted  for  examination  throughout 
the  year  testified  to  its  satisfactory  standards  both 
bacteriologically  and  chemically. 

2.  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  inadequacy  of  the  Stanley  Lane  Sewage  disposal 
works  to  meet  the  demands  imposed  by  a rapidly  expanding 
town  had  already  become  apparent  during  1963. 

During  1964  the  town  continued  to  expand,  and  there 
was  every  indication  that  no  cessation  in  its  growth  could 
be  expected  in  the  foreseeable  future.  Our  sev/age  disposal 
problems  could  therefore  only  be  expected  to  v/orsen,  and 
remedial  measures  were  clearly  and  urgently  required. 

Two  very  poor  Laboratory  Reports  on  the  final  effluent 
having  been  received  early  in  1964,  the  Council’s  Consultant 
Engineers  v/ere  instructed  to  advise  on  means  of  ameliorating 
the  situation,  bearing  in  mind  the  expected  further  develop- 
ment in  the  Borough. 

A temporary  restriction  on  further  development  was  an 
obvious  and  prior  necessity,  and  this  was  imposed  in  July, 

1964.  Thereafter,  applications  for  planning  approval  in 
respect  of  residential  development  v/ere  refused,  unless  the 
proposed  development  v/as  unlikely  to  add  materially  to  the 
overload  at  the  sewage  works . 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  and  after  protracted  deliberations, 
the  Council  had  agreed  to  adopt  in  principle  the  following 
recommendations  of  the  Consultant  Engineers ;- 

(a)  that  an  entirely  new  sewage  disposal  works  be  constructed 
at  the  Slads,  Eardington,  (the  Stanley  Lane  works 
eventually  to  deal  only  with  sewage  from  the  northern 
parts  of  the  town  draining  to  the  site  by  gravity) 

(b)  that  early  measures  be  taken  to  improve  the  Stanley  Lane 
plant  (e.g.  by  the  provision  of  additional  sludge  beds; 
by  recirculation  of  the  effluent  through  the  works;  by 
further  purification  of  the  effluent  by  land  irrigation 
etc . ) 

(c)  that  instead  of  providing  small  separate  schemes  for 
Danesford  and  Quatford,  as  intended,  it  now  seemed 
preferable  for  sewage  from  these  areas  to  be  pumped 
across  the  river  to  the  proposed  nev/  works  at  the 
Slads,  (provided  that  the  financial  implications  were 
not  too  great). 
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Before  considering  the  Council’s  proposals,  as 
submitted  for  loan  sanction,  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  requested  the  views  of  the 
Severn  River  Authority  on  the  matter.  These  were 
being  sought  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

3 . REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  increase  in  housing  development  in  recent  years 
has  created  a problem  with  regard  to  refuse  collection. 

The  area  of  collection  has  extended  beyond  the  capabilities 
of  a single  collection  team,  and  it  has  leen  necessary  to 
supplement  collections  on  various  occasions  throughout  the 
year  by  the  use  of  an  open  vehicle.  This  practice  proved 
most  unsatisfactory  and  was  the  subject  of  several  complaints. 
The  situation  was  satisfactorily  resolved  towards  the  end  of 
the  year,  however,  by  hiring  a refuse  collection  vehicle  from 
a neighbouring  Authority. 

It  is  estimated  that  3,391  bins  and  90  paper  sacks 
were  emptied  each  week  by  the  Corporation,  and  the  total 
amount  of  refuse  collected  during  the  year  amounted  to 
2,383  tons. 

A high  standard  of  controlled  tipping  has  been 
maintained  at  the  Old  Worcester  Road  Refuse  Tip,  an  ample 
supply  of  suitable  covering  material  being  readily  available. 

4 . PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


There  are  now  four  blocks  of  public  conveniences  in 
the  town,  two  with  washing  facilities. 

During  the  year  plans  were  approved  and  estimates 
accepted  for  the  construction  of  two  further  public 
conveniences,  one  block  at  the  Innage  Lane  Car  Park 
and  the  other  bn  the  Severn  Park. 

The  conveniences  existing  at  Mill  Street  and  New  Road 
could  not  be  considered  other  than  unsatisfactory,  and 
during  the  year  consideration  was  given  to  their  ultimate 
replacement . 

5 .  CARAVAN  SITES 


There  are  4 licensed  caravan  sites,  all  situated  in 
the  Quat ford/Danes ford  area  of  the  Borough.  These  hold 
licences  for  250,  160,  50  and  9 caravans,  respectively, 
and  contain  in  addition  a number  of  week-end  chalets. 
Since  the  inception  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of 
Development  Act,  I960,  the  site-owners  have  co-operated 
well  with  the  Council’s  requirements  and  a satisfactory 
standard  of  fitness  under  the  terms  of  the  Act  is  being 
achieved  on  all  sites. 

6 .  PEST  CONTROL 


The  Rodent  Operative,  Mr.  G.M.  Garbett , whose  services 
were  shared  with  Wenlock  Corporation,  resigned  on  4.11.64. 

On  the  appointment  of  his  successor  on  22.11.64,  the  method 
of  apportioning  the  Operative's  time  between  the  two  Authorities 
was  altered.  Mr.  Jones  now  devotes  one  third  of  each  week  to 
work  within  the  Borough,  instead  of  one  week  in  every  three, 
as  was  the  case  with  his  predecessors.  This  arrangement 
ensures  better  continuity  of  treatment  and  obviates  the  delays 
in  investigating  complaints  which  were  inevitable  under  the 
old  system.  The  fact  that  the  two  Authorities  have  jointly 
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promded  a van  for  the  use  of  the  Rodent  Operative  also 
improves  the  service  by  cutting  dovm  travelling  time, 

7.  FACTORIES  ART)  WORKSHOPS 


By  the  provisions  of  Part  1 of  the  Factories  Act, 

1961  the  Council  is  responsible  for  ensuring  the 
adequacy  and  suitability  of  sanitary  conveniences  in  all 
factories  within  the  Borough,  and  in  those  factories 
in  which  mechanical  power  is  not  used,  is  also  responsible 
for  inspecting  the  premises  to  ensure  that  working 
conditions  are  satisfactory, . 

The  Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961  are  appended  separately 
at  the  end  of  the  Report,  as  required  by  the  Minister  of 
Health, 

8.  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AHD  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

This  Act  makes  provision  for  the  safety,  health 
and  welfare,  of  people  employed  in  Offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises.  The  Act  in  part,  became  operative  on 
1st  May,  1964,  when  premises  to  which  the  Act  applied 
were  required  to  be  registered.  Most  of  the  main 
provisions  were  brought  into  force  on  1st  August,  1964. 

The  main  initial  work  in  connection  with  this  Act  was  to 
ensure  the  registration  of  all  premises,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  year  the  following  premises  had  been  registered  1- 


Offices  38 
Retail  Shops  126 
Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses  3 
Catering  establishments  24 
Fuel  Storage  Depots  1 


Total 


192 
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SECTION  P 

HOUSINO 


Number  of  inhabited  houses 


" Council-owned  houses 
" houses  completed  in  1964 


2,935 

811 

191 


(a)  Council  - 60 

(b)  Private  - 131 


II 


" houses  under  construction  31/12/64 

(a)  Council  - 12 

(b)  Private  - 116 


128 


H 


*’  applications  for  Standard  Improvement  Grants 
" applications  for  Discretionary  Improvement 


9 


n 


Grants 


4 


Very  satisfactory  p/ogress  was  made  in  the  development  of 
the  Sydney  Cottage  Estate  extension  in  1964,  a total  of  60  units 
of  accommodation  being  completed  during  the  twelve  months.  At 
the  close  of  the  year  on''.y  12  units  of  the  Phase  111  contract 
remained  unfinished,  and  it  was  confidently  expected  that  these 
would  be  completed  early  in  1965,  well  in  advance  of  the  contract 
completion  date. 

Ten  houses  intended  for  sale  to  existing  Council  house 
tenants  were  included  in  Phase  111,  the  response  to  the  "pilot- 
scheme"  comprising  ten  such  houses  in  Phase  11  having  been 
sufficiently  encouraging  to  justify  an  extension  of  the  project. 

A new  venture  of  an  experimental  nature  was  the  installation 
of  Gas  Warm-Air  Heating  in  a block  of  4 two  bedroom  flats. 

In  the  latter  months  of  the  year  with  the  completion  of 
Phase  111  within  sight,  consideration  was  given  to  the  development 
cf  the  remaining  land  on  the  Sydney  Cottage  Estate.  Outline  plans 
having  been  approved  the  Council  sought  Planning  Consent  for  the 
construction  of  86  units  of  accommodation,  plus  74  garages  and 
2 shops.  It  was  anticipated  however,  that  approval  would  be  with- 
held until  our  sewage  problems  could  be  satisfactorily  resolved. 

Outline  planning  permission  was  also  sought  for  a scheme 
which  would  provide  a total  of  44  one-bedroom  flats  on  two  sites 
on  the  Grove  Estate.  Indications  were  that  consent  was  unlikely 
unless  these  units  were  used  to  replace  existing  substandard 
properties  in  the  town. 

A very  ambitious  and  expensive  scheme  for  the  redevelopment 
of  Friar  Street  was  submitted  by  the  Council’s  Architects  and  was 
approved  in  principle.  The  project  would  probably  qualify  for  an 
"expensive  site"  development  subsidy,  and  further  details  were 
being  obtained.  Whether  or  not  it  would  be  a practical  or  economic 
proposition  to  embark  on  such  a scheme  remained  to  be  seen. 

Private  building  continued  at  the  same  high  rate  as  in  the 
previous  year.  131  houses  v/ere  completed  and  a further  .116  were 
in  course  of  construction  at  31st  December, 
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It  was  'becoming  o'bvious  that  some  curb  would  soon  have  to 
be  imposed  on  further  development  in  the  town,  to  avoid  still 
greater  overloading  of  the  Stanley  Lane  Sewage  Works.  After 
consultations  with  the  County  Planning  Officer,  the  Council 
therefore  decided,  in  July,  that  applications  for  planning 
consent  in  respect  of  residential  development  would  in  future 
be  refused,  unless  the  proposed  development  was  unlikely  to 
worsen  the  sewage  disposal  situation.  This  embargo  was  to 
remain  in  force  until  adequate  facilities  were  available. 

IMPROVEMEITT  GRANTS  ETC . 

The  desirability  of  extending  the  life  of  older  houses 
in  the  town,  (by  structural  improvements  and  the  provision 
of  modern  amenities)  assumed  a new  significance  in  the  light 
of  the  above-mentioned  bar  on  future  development.  It  was 
disappointing  therefore  that  only  13  applications  for  Improvement 
Grants  were  received  during  the  year  - 4 for  Discretionary  Grants 
in  respect  of  6 houses,  and  9 for  Standard  Grants.  All  appli- 
cations were  approved  for  Grant. 

Every  encouragement  should  be  given  to  owners  of  old  property 
to  "put  their  houses  in  order",  before  continuing  deterioration 
renders  repair  an  uneconomical  proposition,  and  the  property 
eventually  sinks  into  tb^.  "demolition"  category.  To  demonstrate 
what  improvements  could  I'e  made  to  an  old  property  with  the  aid 
of  a Grant,  the  Council  agreed,  in  October,  that  such  a house 
be  made  available  for  exhibition  to  the  pu'blic.  This  recommenda- 
tion had  not  been  implemented  by  the  end  of  the  year* 

The  Council  continued  the  policy  of  improving  its  pre-war 
houses,  and  a further  nine  houses  had  hot-water  systems  installed 
during  the  year.  With  the  exception  of  eight  houses  (the  tenants 
of  which,  did  not  wish  the  improvements  to  be  carried  out,)  all 
pre-war  houses  have  now  been  modernised.  Committee  authority 
was  given  to  work  being  carried  out  in  these  eight  houses  when 
the  opportunity  arises. 

During  the  year,  26,  East  Castle  Street  was  purchased  with 
a view  to  its  conversion  into  "flatlets"  for  elderly  ladies, 
similar  to  those  provided  in  21,  East  Castle  Street,  and  also 
to  be  administered  by  the  W.'V.S.  At  the  close  of  the  year, 
work  had  commenced  on  the  conversion  of  the  premises  into  9 units 
of  accommodation. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 

INDIVIDUAL  MFIT  HOUSES 

Action  taken  in  1964  to  deal  with  unfit  houses :- 

(1)  Number  of  houses  demolished  9 

(2)  Number  of  houses  closed  under 
Sections  16(4)  17(1)  and  35(1) 


0 
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SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  POOD 


1.  MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  table  below  gives  an  analysis  of  the  animals 
slaughtered  for  human  consumption  during  1964  at  the 
one  private  Slaughterhouse  in  the  town. 

Every  carcase  received  thorough  inspection  as  soon 
as  possible  after  si ..ii.ghter , and  it  was  only  found 
necessary  to  condemn  part  of  one  bovine  carcase  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption,  (i.e.  only  0.14^  the 
total  720  animals  slaughtered  was  found  to  be  in  any  way 
diseased) 


Number  killed 


Number  inspected 


j Cattle 
j exclud- 
I in:  Cows 


81 

81 


Cows 


0 


0 


Calves 


Sheep 

& 

Lambs 


0 


0 


499 


499 


Pigs 


140 


140 


Horses 


0 


0 


All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 

dysticercosis ' 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of 
Number  inspected 
affected  with  di- 
sease other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticercosis 


Tuberculosis  only 


Cysticercosis 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


\n2io 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


cases 


of  TUBERCULOSIS  found 


No  cases 


of  CYSTICERCOSIS  found. 


1 ..X- 


0 


0 


0 


14 
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INSIECTION  OF  OTHER  FOODS 

The  table  below  lists  the  quantities  of  foodstuff 
which  were  found  on  examination  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Such 
faulty  food  is  taken,  by  Council  transport,  to  the  refuse 
tip  and  disposed  of  by  deep  burying. 


Tinned  Food 


Fruit 

cwts 

2 

CQ 

CM 

lbs 

2 

ozs 

15 

Fish 

10 

6 

Vegetables 

15 

10 

Meat 

2 

1 

10 

2 

Milk 

1 

13 

5 

Soup 

7 

7 

Rice 

5 

- 

Jam 

17 

12 

Tomatoes 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Other 

- 

20 

8 

Tinned  Fo"''’ 

Total  6 

3 

20 

1 

Fresh  Meat 

3 

14 

- 

Fresh  Fish 

14 

- 

Prepared/Cooked  Meat 

1 

18 

Nuts 

3 

Total  9 

0 

10 

1 

Whole  Orange  Juice 

20  gallons 

Pepsi  Cola 

360  Bottles 

Coca  Cola 

72  Bottles 

Mineral  Waters 

22  Quart,  bottles. 
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SECTION  F 

INEECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  follov;ing  notifications  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  were  received  from  General  Medical  Practitioners 
during  1964:- 


Measles  110 
VVho oping  Cough  1 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  1 
Scarlet  Eever  1 
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For  the  second  successive  year,  Measles  was  prevalent 
among  the  child  population  and  accounted  for  almost  all  the 
notifications  received.  The  incidence  was  confined  to  the  2nd 
and  3rd  quarters  of  the  year  (1st  April  - 30th  September), 
and  the  greatest  number  of  cases  was  in  the  5-9  years  age- 
group. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Only  one  new  case  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  was 
notified  in  1964  (4  in  1063)  and  no  new  Non-Respiratory 
cases  (l  in  1963).  Theu  was  one  death  attributed  to 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

The  table  below  gives  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on 
the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  31.12.64  and  of  the  changes  which 
occurred  during  the  year. 


1 — ■ — — r 

Respiratcir^ 

Tuberculosis 

Added  to 

Register,  1964 

Removed  from 
Register,  1964 

Total  No 
on 

Register 
at  31.12.64 

New  Cases 

Transfers 

In 

Cured 

Died 

Transfers 

Out 

Male 

1 

0 

1 

1 

3 

26 

1 

Female  ! 0 

_ 1 

0 

2 

1 

» 

3 

\ 

16 

Non 

Respirator; 

EuberouHosis 

Added  to 

r Register,  196-^ 

Removed  from 
Register,  1964 

Total  No. 
on 

Register 
at  31.12.64 

New  Cases 

Transfers 

In 

Cured 

Died 

Transfers 

Out 

Male 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Female 

0 

0 

0 

0 j 

0 

2 
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PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION 
the  EACTrjRIES  ACT,  19^ 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health 
Inspectors) . 


Numbe:. 

on 

Regisber 

! 

Inspections 

Number  of 
written 
notices 

Oc cupiers 
prosecu- 
ted 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1-4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local 
. Authorities 

7 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Factories  not 
included  in  first 
paragraph  in  which 
Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority 

48 

16 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

1 

2 

1 

Nil 

Total 

56 

20 

1 

Nil 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  v/ere  found.  (If  defects  are 
discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two, 
three  or  more  "cases")* 


v/h.A 

lumber  of  cases  in 
jh  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Referred 

cases  in 
- which  pro— 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 
Inspe- 
ctor 

To  H.M. 
Inspe- 
ctor 

secutions 
were  in- 
stituted 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

Want  of  clean- 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

liness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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(Table  2 continued) 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4o 

5. 

1 

6 • 

Unreasonable  temp- 
erature (S.3) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  vent- 
ilation (S.4.) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nj  1 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective 

drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conven- 
iences (S.7) 

Nil 

Kil 

¥-j  1 

Nil 

Nil 

i 

a.  Insufficient 

b.  Unsuitable 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  ! 

or  defective 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

c.  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

Nil 

Nil 

N^l 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  offences 

against  the 

Act  (not  in- 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

eluding  offences 

relating  to  Out- 
work) . 

i 

, Total 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

PART  VII  OF  THi]  ACT  - OUTWORK 

(Sections  ll6  & 111) 


No  of 

No  -'f 

No  of 

No  of 

Notices 

Prose- 

out- 

cases 

prose- 

instances 

Served 

cut- 

workers 

of  de- 

cut ions 

of  work 

ions 

in 

fault 

for 

in  un- 

Nature  of  v/ork 

August 

in  send- 

failure 

whole- 

list 

ing  list 

to 

some 

required 

tot  he 

supply 

premises 

by  Sec. 
110  (1) 

Co  oil 

lists 

(c) 

1 

V/earing 

Apparel; 

Making  etc. 

1 

; 

1 

- 
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